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JOHN CHANCELLOR: The ClA's activities were the subject
of a presidential order signed today. Chief Washington corres-
pondent Roger Mudd has more on that.

ROGER MUDD: President Reagan quietly and almost in
private today gave the Central Intelligence Agency domestic free-
doms it has never had before. Mr. Reagan said it's to revitalize
the agency. Critics say Big Brother is back.

Gene Pell reports.

GEME PELL: The executive order sets guidelines for
all American intelligence agencies, but its focus is on the CIlA.
The order eases some restrictions on that agency and expanas its
role within the U.S. It authorizes the ClA, for the first time,
to conduct covert operations in this couniry under limited cir-
cumstances, meaning they may not be used to influence U.S. poli-
tics, policies, or the news media. It permits the CIA to collect
significant foreign intelligence within the U.S. dealing with
espicnage ancd terrorism. '

But the order is far more restrictive than earlier
drafts that caused a storm of protest in the Senate Intelligence
Committee and among civil liberties groups. The Administration
had proposec giving the CIA authorify to infiltrate and influ-
ence domestic groups. Under the final order, only groups com-
posed mainly of aliens can be targeted.

JERRY BERMAN: What is important, | think, is that the
Administration has retreated from many of the more dangerous pro-
posals which had been proposed in earlier drafts of the executive
order which had been leaked to the public.
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